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Course Objectives: 
 

• Discuss the criteria for special education and related services eligibility determination. 
• Identify how the focus on special education eligibility varies from that of a speech-language 

pathologists’ diagnosis of a communication disorder. 
• Identify data sources for a comprehensive speech-language assessment that supports eligibility 

decision-making related to academic and functional performance. 
• Explain multiple uses of a comprehensive speech-language assessment. 
• Discuss approaches for resolving eligibility dilemmas for the success of children with speech-

language impairments.   
• Discuss approaches for resolving challenges related to dismissal from eligibility. 


